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Abstract: This article describes the importance of Islamic 

boarding schools today to become an essential element for the 

continued growth of Islamic education in Indonesia and to 

become institutions that can create and produce excellent 

students who have been recognized. Moreover, it received 

recognition from the community and government. The results 

revealed that the recognition of Islamic boarding schools as 

Islamic education institutions is proven by including Islamic 

boarding schools as part of a National Education System 

(Sisdiknas). Currently, Islamic boarding schools are no longer 

considered only as educational institutions with traditional 

culture. They are even called not having legal entities but have 

now been recognized by the government and become part of 

educational institutions where their status has equal rights and 

obligations as other formal education. This study uses a 

qualitative approach, so the literature analysis was done in data 

processing to reveal field data. Thus, Islamic boarding schools 

must prepare themselves in response to government policies that 

seek to create a learning system that will be implemented in this 

COVID-19 pandemic era, especially in the face of the New 

Normal era. 
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Introduction 

Nowadays, people are faced with various life tests. This 
phenomenon applies to all circles of society throughout Indonesia and 
even worldwide, regardless of age. Many things can be learned from 
the positive side of this life test, one of which is the wisdom from the 
occurring events and things (Rohmawati, 2024). In this era, we are 
required to do something with the existing limitations. Many of the 
entire community are affected by this era. The Covid-19 pandemic is 
increasingly rampant and seems to stress everyone, stopping many 
activities, and has not ended yet (Fuadiy & Nurlaili, 2020). The 
various impacts and concerns of the pandemic began to emerge from 
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both the economic and education sectors, which were all experienced 
in this country. The government has issued multiple policies to deal 
with the Covid-19 pandemic disaster to break the chain of the spread 
of Covid-19, such as social distancing (Zainuddin, 2020).  

People are required to be innovative in doing things. With the 
implementation of the New Normal era, people must always wear 
masks when leaving the house and keep their distance to avoid 
crowds, which can make Covid-19 spread quickly. The impact caused 
by Covid-19 is also increasingly disturbing the community. Various 
efforts have been made to try to break the chain of the spread of this 
virus, but it is still difficult to implement the health protocols that 
have been in effect during this pandemic (El Hiyaroh et al., 2022). 
Education is one of the sectors affected by the Covid-19 virus itself. 
The quality of education in shaping character is beginning to decline, 
so educators and scientists are required to think hard in planning how 
to keep education in Indonesia alive and run effectively (Abi Ya’sub, 
2021). One method that has been widely applied in various 
educational institutions is through online schools. The online 
education system now certainly has its advantages and disadvantages. 
Therefore, Islamic-based educational institutions, especially pesantren, 
must design systems and methods that will be used for education with 
the distinctive nuances of Islamic boarding schools in shaping the 
character of students or centres based on the Qur'an and as-Sunnah. 

In the education sector, the direct impact of the Covid-19 
pandemic is the lockdown and forced closure of all educational 
institutions in Indonesia and various regions, from elementary, 
middle, and college levels (Mansir, 2019). However, it all goes back to 
the policy of the school institution itself, how to design the learning 
system to keep it running and effective, especially the administrators 
of the educational institution, starting from the principal to the school 
employment staff. As previously explained, the closure of various 
educational institutions has made the teaching and learning process 
carried out online a manifestation of taking full advantage of the era 
of technological sophistication.  

In the Industry 4.0 era, technological sophistication is 
proliferating along with the progress of the times. As a form of 
adapting to this era, especially in the education sector, so as not to be 
left far behind with the progress of this era, we are required to be able 
to follow the progress of the times by making the best use of 
technology for the benefit of the ummah. There is no exception for 
those affected by Covid-19 from Islamic Education Institutions, 
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including Islamic Boarding schools (Mansir & Purnomo, 2020). 
Islamic boarding schools were also affected by the Covid-19 pandemic. 
Various appeals and policies from the government related to learning 
during the pandemic were also carried out by Educational Institutions 
at Islamic boarding schools. Since the start of a new policy in the 
education system from the government at the beginning of 2020, most 
Islamic boarding schools have temporarily suspended learning 
activities and also sent their students home to avoid and as a form of 
endeavour to participate in the struggle to break the chain of the 
spread of Covid-19 (Muhammad & Noh, 2022). However, some 
pesantren continue to carry out learning activities as usual while 
prohibiting outsiders from entering and tightening health protocols. 

All Islamic boarding school activities, including teaching, Qur'an 
recitals, and so on, are carried out in their respective homes. It goes on 
until the government issues and announces the new normal era. 
Around June 2020, various Islamic boarding schools in East Java, 
Central Java, and West Java began implementing face-to-face learning. 
The usual Islamic education in schools is limited to PAI learning 
(Islamic Education subjects) in public schools. In madrasah, each 
subject of Islamic Education is separated into Aqidaah Akhlak, Fiqh, 
Tafsir, and Arabic. In the Covid-19 era, it dramatically affects the 
learning process (Mansir, 2021). The previously face-to-face learning 
must now be held via network or online. Online learning carried out 
at home also affects students' learning motivation. The main factor is 
the surrounding environment, usually in school and the classroom, 
which must now be done at home with various conditions and 
problems. Apart from various noises from other family members, 
unstable network problems in all areas and so on may disrupt 
students' concentration to stay focused. Those things may make it 
difficult for students to understand the material, along with other 
problems in online learning.  

Education is the main spearhead for the progress of this nation's 
civilization (Mansir, 2019). It is more than simply teaching or merely a 
knowledge transfer process; it is the transformation of values and the 
forming of one's personality to improve the education system, which is 
currently being shaken by the Covid-19 pandemic. Education has to 
rearrange and establish a new curriculum and lesson plans by 
adjusting to the environment and what is happening in Indonesia 
after the order for independent study at home was enacted, 
improvements were made, or even the world of education. Islamic 
education is still considered traditional, assuming that Islamic 
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education only focuses on halal and haram issues. A small part of the 
general public sees Islamic education with narrow thoughts and views 
(Nuryana & Fauzi, 2020). Therefore, Islamic education today needs to 
respond to the current issues with the dynamics in social life. One of 
them is by looking at the compatibility of Islamic education with 
general education, especially during Covid-19. Islamic education needs 
to apply suitable systems and methods to carry out the learning 
process of Islamic education, especially in this Covid-19 era, where 
teachers are required to be as creative as possible, including lesson 
planning, curriculum, and so on, to adapt to the pandemic (Toker, 
2021). 

 

Method 

This study uses a qualitative approach. Therefore, data will be 
collected using observation, interviews, and documentation. In 
addition, a literature study is used as secondary data to add and 
strengthen the data. The study applied library research collected 
through various references from journals and books. Therefore, library 
research was carried out by gathering information and data through 
various materials, such as reference books, previous research, articles, 
notes, and various journals related to the problems. Based on the 
above quote, this study also used a qualitative approach in which the 
data source for this study and the research results were analysis of 
words through digging, reading, applying, explaining, and conveying 
data. 

 

Result and Discussion 

Adaptation of Education System in the Era of Covid-19 Pandemic: 
Challenges, Policies, and Impact on Online Learning 

During the Covid-19 pandemic, we are forced to carry out 
activities in a limited manner (Rauf et al., 2021). Doing something 
does not escape the term health protocol imposed by the government 
through policies that have been issued, especially by the Ministry of 
Education and Culture. "New Normal" was issued, and the 
community was asked to adapt to the new era of life by obeying the 
procedures implemented in daily activity. Online learning is needed in 
various implementations of learning systems and methods that can 
collaborate face-to-face learning and online learning, complying with 
applicable health protocols. Several views of education that the 
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government can carefully reconsider in implementing the "New 
Normal" policy in the form of learning, the competence of teachers, 
infrastructure, and curriculum in schools that must be prepared since 
learning nowadays is very different from the previous learning process. 
The government has also announced strategies and schemes for 
teaching and learning activities during the new normal pandemic 
(Tupamahu et al., 2022). The policy that has been announced by the 
Minister of Education and Culture to overcome learning activities 
during the pandemic is that only areas categorized as green zones are 
allowed to carry out face-to-face learning in schools. 

Still, schools must apply strict health protocols tailored to schools' 
necessities, usually by limiting the student quota or taking turns to 
carry out the face-to-face learning process, according to the Minister of 
Education and Culture (Kemdikbud, 2020). However, if the 
corresponding area's status changes to a yellow or red zone, direct 
learning will be stopped with several applicable considerations. The 
school must find the right solution to replace learning in the school 
carefully (Mavianti, 2021). The first problem with this policy is that 
not all students and parents understand how to use online learning 
media. Not all students and parents have enough money to provide 
these learning tools, such as Android phones, laptops, tablets, or the 
like. Those things have become issues for many people because they 
have to spend much money to complement the needs of their children 
in online learning. For example, even they have to sell valuable assets 
to buy these tools. Ironically, many children and teenagers have to 
work to earn money to buy an Android phone or other means to 
support online learning at school.  

Unlike the expectation of many groups, students hope to get 
compensation by simply listening to the material given by the teacher, 
but instead, they are burdened with a huge number of assignments in 
each class (Mansir & Karim, 2020). This can be fatal for students who 
are not mentally strong to face the tasks given by the teacher. In the 
end, it creates pressure on students, which can make the student 
depressed, so it can be fatal, none other than the many circulating 
incidents of students committing suicide because of the many 
assignments given by the teacher. There may be several factors that 
make the student depressed. When given an assignment by the 
teacher, they find it difficult, or maybe students do not have adequate 
online learning support.  

The above phenomenon will undoubtedly affect the mental 
condition of students, which can further aggravate their mental 
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conditions because they are immediately faced with a new learning 
system that makes them required to quickly adapt and adjust to online 
learning coupled with the incursion of various kinds of tasks that they 
do not fully understand. However, this online learning system must 
also have some negative and positive impacts, as follows: 

The negative side effects are (Zhang et al., 2008): 

1. Lack of social interaction with the surrounding environment. 

2. Decreased eye health when lingering in front of a 
cellphone/laptop screen. 

3. Getting bored quickly in receiving material in every lesson. 

4. Less stable network/signal in some areas. 

In contrast, the positive impacts are (Bacow et al., 2012): 

1. Maximize the benefits of advanced technology. 

2. Stopping the spread of the Covid-19 virus. 

3. Parents can monitor all school activities. 

4. Make students and teachers creative in integrating learning so 
they do not get bored easily. 

5. New learning media systems and processes can make teachers and 
students learn through technology. 

The points above, of course, have yet to cover everything. 
However, the negative and positive impacts mentioned above are a 
general picture felt by teachers, students, and all circles of society. The 
curriculum that existed before the Covid-19 pandemic must be 
adjusted as soon as possible by modifying the learning materials 
applied in the New Normal era. Learning discussion material needs to 
bring up skills in life that every student, in general, must have (Mansir, 
2020). The necessity to complete the concept of learning in a 
curriculum needs to be re-examined from the impact of changes in 
teaching methods that the government has just set in the Covid-19 
era.  

As a result of this curriculum habituation, there will be a 
reduction in material from what it used to be before Covid-19. The 
learning material will be simpler, and the rest emphasizes learning 
achievement in basic competencies in student skills and students' 
understanding ability to understand the material presented later by 
doing this in a way complete and measurable course (Mutohar & 
Trisnantari, 2020). To achieve flexible and effective learning, it is also 
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necessary to cooperate between parents of students and 
teachers/educators to maintain continuity of learning as well as 
possible. The change in learning methods and curriculum habituation 
requires educators to be willing and able to apply them to classroom 
learning through changes in the learning system and adjustments to 
the curriculum. Based on these changes in the system and adaptation 
of the curriculum, educators are ready and capable of effectively 
implementing the teaching and learning system in the classroom. 

In this context, the government must give much attention and 
must understand the need to support success in implementing a 
learning system change program that adapts the curriculum in this 
pandemic era by developing technology and facilitating for schools 
whose infrastructure is incomplete or adequate so that learning can be 
carried out properly and serving questions and answers for educators 
who still have specificity in running the system as handling and 
providing solutions in solving problems (Yusoff & Tengku-Ariffin, 
2020). Changes in the learning system, in general, require every school 
to prepare more infrastructure or learning facilities than before. 
Previously existing infrastructure or facilities must also be added from 
pre-facilities related to alternate teaching and learning activities, health 
protocols, and online learning if needed so that everything is 
organized and carried out properly and smoothly because not all 
schools can finance the school's infrastructure needs. This is vital for 
the government to pay attention to existing educational institutions in 
preparing financing plans for schools to prepare learning facilities. 

Direction and Dynamics of Islamic Boarding School Learning 

Before discussing the system and methods of learning in Islamic 
boarding schools during the Covid-19 pandemic, it is also necessary to 
understand the meaning and understanding of Islamic boarding 
schools or Islamic boarding schools themselves (Hanafi et al., 2021). 
The term pesantren in the language comes from santri, the prefix pe- 
and the suffix -an to become pe-santri-an, which means the word 
"santri," which has the meaning of students practising in the field of 
religion; the term santri is also found in the Tamil language, which 
means Qur’an, the teacher. Sometimes, it is also suspected to be a 
combination of the word san (good person) and the syllable tra (like 
things to help), which means the word pesantren can be interpreted as 
an education zone for good people.  

According to some experts, the term "pondok pesantren” has a 
specific meaning. In general, Javanese said that “pondok” and 
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“pesantren” mean houses made of bamboo wood. Also, the Arabic 
word "funduq" means a large dormitory used as a stopover for people 
when travelling to preach the religion of Allah Swt. Therefore, the 
words Pondok and Pesantren have the same meaning: the dormitory 
where students live, recite the Qur’an, or study. In terms of 
terminology, Pondok pesantren is an educational institution that focuses 
on learning in Islamic broadcasting and has always been called 
pesantren (Tolib, 2015). Nowadays, there have been many changes in 
the dynamics that occur among the wider community. As a result of 
the influence, the above definition is no longer an indicator of patent 
rights only for Islamic broadcasting. With the many terms of modern 
pesantren, people are starting to realize the importance of other 
sciences in navigating life in this world. However, the pesantren 
remains on its track to preach Islam as a whole while adapting to 
increasingly swiftly changing times and understanding the breadth of 
knowledge in general and religious science. 

Currently, Islamic boarding schools have also become an 
important element for the continued growth of education in 
Indonesia and become institutions that the government has 
recognized on par with other formal education. Recognition of the 
presence of Islamic boarding schools as educational institutions is 
proven by including Islamic boarding school education as part of a 
system (Sabic-El-Rayess, 2020). Islamic boarding school institutions are 
no longer considered only educational institutions with the traditional 
culture, which are said to have no legal entitlements (Wayoi et al., 
2021). Still, the government currently declares pesantren to be part of 
educational institutions whose status has the same degree of rights and 
obligations as other formal education. The government's attention and 
acknowledgement of pesantren are also manifested by the existence of 
the Ministry of Religion, in particular through the Directorate of 
Diniyah Education and Islamic Boarding Schools, to serve as a forum 
for religious education.  

The existence of Islamic educational institutions holds full 
responsibility for everything that happens in the continuity of Islamic 
boarding schools and their necessities (Mansir et al., 2021). The 
government must pay attention to the Islamic boarding schools so that 
they continue to exist among the community, especially Indonesian 
citizens as well as all Muslims in this country. Moreover, historically, 
Islamic boarding schools also participated in the struggle to liberate 
the State of Indonesia with the fighting spirit inherited by the Prophet 
to fight for Religion and the State (Llorent-Bedmar et al., 2020). The 
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pattern of pesantren education is to prioritize shaping the khaira ummah 
people completed with akhlaq al karimah. This certainly aims to be 
helpful for the nation, which later became the centre of Madinatu-l-
ilmi, to create a virtuous human character and form a hubbub wathon 
minal iman protected by Ukhuwah Islamiyah. In other words, the 
Islamic education system in pesantren adheres to three dimensions, 
which include (Tubagus et al., 2023): 

1. Formal Education 

2. Non-formal education 

3. Informal Education 

Therefore, the government is trying to create a learning system 
that will be implemented during the Covid-19 pandemic, especially in 
the face of the New Normal Era (Ghani et al., 2020). Starting from the 
Ministry of Religion, the Ministry of Education and Culture, the 
Ministry of Health, and the Ministry of Home Affairs are synergizing 
with each other in designing the manufacturing of guidelines that will 
be issued by the Ministry of Religion aimed at Islamic boarding 
schools to start learning or those who have implemented face-to-face 
learning during this pandemic. The guidelines made by the 
government cannot be separated from the Joint Decree of the Ministry 
of Education and Culture, the Ministry of Religion, the Ministry of 
Health, and the Ministry of Home Affairs regarding guidelines or 
policies for implementing learning systems in the new academic year, 
especially in the pandemic era. There are several differences in the 
guidelines for implementing face-to-face learning for boarding and 
non-boarding educational institutions. 

Meanwhile, specifically for pesantren, there are three categories of 
government guidelines: pesantren that have implemented face-to-face 
learning, new pesantren that will carry out face-to-face learning, and 
pesantren that have not held face-to-face learning activities. As already 
mentioned, the division of the above categories is a division of 
categories considering that there are already Islamic boarding schools 
that hold learning directly face-to-face. Some have not implemented or 
started learning after the issuance of the policy of stopping school 
activities at the beginning of the spread of the Covid-19 virus. 
Furthermore, there are main provisions, and the applicable health 
protocol policies must still be carried out when learning applies to all 
categories of Islamic boarding schools (Mansir, 2020). Therefore, the 
Ministry of Religion stated that the guidelines for pesantren also 
include several educational units, namely formal diniyah education, 
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Mu'adah, Ma'had all, Madrasah/Schools, Higher Education equivalence 
education for Salafiyah pesantren, and the study of the yellow book 
(Non-Formal). In addition, MDT and LPQ are held in dormitories. 

The attachments to the government's policy provisions in 
response to the problems of the learning system, both public and 
Islamic boarding schools in this pandemic era are as follows: 

1. Designing a Covid-19 task force 

2. Sterile from Covid-19, with a description of the letter from the 
Covid-19 task force and the local government. 

3. Have facilities that meet adequate health protocols. 

4. Students, educators, managers, and leaders are free and healthy, 
as proven by a health certificate or free from Covid-19 from 
health service facilities in the local area. 

Some pesantren that have held Teaching and Learning Activities 
offline during the pandemic, under the Ministry of Religion's 
guidelines, must coordinate with the Covid-19 task force in the local 
zone and health assistance facilities, as well as the Health Service in 
the area (Mansir, 2020). This coordination is necessary for the success 
of the learning system so that it runs smoothly as a form of business by 
ensuring that all are in good health. Sometimes, after returning home 
from vacation, students, when returning to the pesantren, are required 
to isolate independently in the dormitory, usually divided by class or 
class for three weeks after being sterilized, and parents are not allowed 
to visit their children directly. However, with a specified distance to 
maintain the sterility of the pesantren, items brought by guardians of 
students for their children will certainly be checked and sterilized first 
by spraying or wiping disinfectant. 

The guidelines that the government has made, such as those for 
educators or schools, must also develop as creatively as possible in the 
methods and learning systems to be applied in Islamic boarding 
schools (Cahyadi et al., 2021). Many Islamic boarding schools in 
Indonesia have developed learning guides from the government, with 
the addition of core regulations within the pesantren intended for all 
residents of pesantren and residents from outside the pesantren. By the 
guidelines made by the Ministry of Religion, several provisions for 
health protocols can be further developed by the organizers, one of 
which is for provisions that pesantren must carry out as follows: 
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1. Health protocol stipulations also apply to non-dormitory religious 
education, such as public/private Madrasah Aliyah. This 
provision also applies to boarding educational institutions. 

2. Providing health facilities such as washing hands with soap in 
every corner of the school and even every room. 

3. Cultivate the use of masks, wash hands regularly, keep a distance, 
and practice etiquette when sneezing and coughing. 

4. Cleaning the school environment regularly, both the courtyard 
and the mosque 

5. Installing words or orders and procedures in implementing 
Health protocols as education. 

6. Determining whether they are healthy. Those who are not healthy 
and have a history of illness or travel to regions or other countries 
exposed to Covid-19 (red zones) must report themselves to the 
manager of the boarding school or boarding school administrator 
so that the applicable handling is followed up. 

7. Always regularly schedule to check the body temperature or 
health of all elements of the pesantren community, both from 
students, managers, administrators, and leaders. 

Indonesia's various kinds of pesantren certainly do not escape the 
applied learning systems and methods (Burde et al., 2015). Islamic 
boarding schools are still guided by the government guidelines for 
implementing Islamic boarding schools. Some carry out direct 
learning face-to-face, and some continue online learning. For example, 
in the Ta'lim Online learning model, online Ta'lim here is a 
propaganda medium that each Islamic boarding school owns, for 
example, through TV Channels or YouTube channels, which are 
delivered to the public aims to transform religious knowledge which is 
conveyed and delivered by the teachers and scholars of the Islamic 
boarding school. Such a model must be accompanied by several 
provisions for each student guardian and homeroom teacher in 
developing the permanent learning method. 

However, some pesantren insist on applying the methods and 
learning systems typical of pesantren by face-to-face learning. For most 
pesantren, this type of teaching must still be carried out because it is 
related to the vision and mission of the pesantren education (Rissanen, 
2012).  This is, of course, accompanied by the applicable Health 
protocol. The vision of Islamic boarding school education as a whole 
is as a middle ground for learning Islamic law to shape students who 
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master Islamic science and other general knowledge to imprint piety, 
highly ethical, faithful, moral, and respectful while implementing 
those values. After that, the mission of pesantren education is to carry 
out all religious education as indicated by each pesantren's 
characteristics. In pesantren learning, we will find four pillars of 
education created by UNESCO (Fahham, 2020): 

1. Learn to know 

In the learning cycle, the ustadz educates and also needs to 
guide students to master Islamic teachings. 

2. Learn to be skilled in something 

We can see when what has been learned, realized, and 
familiar with the practice. 

3. Learn to know one’s interest 

Pesantren must be able to pay attention to the development of 
the interests and talents of students as a form of support. 

4. Learn to cohabitate 

These pillars can be seen in the lives of students in the dormitory, 
where, in the beginning, they have been acquainted with the lives of 
each student as fellow students, respect each other about contrasts, 
and are accustomed to being educated to train the quality of insight in 
Islam and the quality of general knowledge.   

Meanwhile, the pesantren strategy cannot be implemented online 
or in remote teaching and learning (Hassan et al., 2010). Indeed, the 
interaction of boarding school learning, in particular with learning in 
general or non-Islamic boarding schools, is not a little different. 
However, the findings that apply the outlines of the Islamic method of 
life and the pillars of Education from UNESCO are as described 
above. Learning to live together while studying cannot be replaced by 
distance learning. This learning must be practised directly through the 
experience of pesantren, and it does not escape the guidance from the 
previous government by implementing adequate health protocols. 

The current Islamic boarding school learning system is uncertain 
because of the Covid-19 virus. Islamic educational institutions must be 
creative in determining how to keep these educational institutions in 
Indonesia running properly. Islamic education does not die. During 
the difficult times of the Covid-19 pandemic, by collaborating with the 
government's guidelines, we cannot determine how the systems and 
methods are used in carrying out learning during the Covid-19 
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pandemic. The management of educational institutions has a vital role 
in running the learning process smoothly and effectively, especially for 
pesantren whose learning has been strongly attached to the 
characteristics of Islamic learning methods (Mansir, 2020). Therefore, 
more or less, the vision and mission of the pesantren are to shape the 
character of the santri based on the Qur'an and al-Hadith to become 
the future religious generation and the nation's successor. 

 

Conclusion 

The learning system of Islamic boarding schools is currently 
uncertain because we are currently being given a trial, namely with the 
existence of this Covid-19 virus, which has never been completed.  
Islamic educational institutions must be creative in determining how 
to do so so that the educational institutions in Indonesia keep 
running properly.  Islamic education is not dead when in the difficult 
time of the Covid-19 pandemic course by collaborating with the 
provisions of the guidelines that the government has made, we cannot 
determine for all how the systems and methods used in carrying out 
learning during the Covid-19 pandemic. The management of 
educational institutions has an important role in the success of 
education that survives the institution, and so that the learning 
process in their institutions can run smoothly and effectively, 
especially for educational institutions whose learning has been firmly 
attached to the characteristics of learning methods Islam. Therefore, 
more or less the vision and mission of pesantren are to form the 
character of a student/person based on al-Qur'an and al-Hadith, like 
many pesantren who have implemented a vision and mission that is 
almost the same goal, educating the ummah by being equipped with 
knowledge, piety, and character to become a generation of Islamic 
religious warriors and as the successor of the nation. 
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